East Hampton Arts & Culture Commission Meeting Nov. 17 6:30 p.m. at the Joseph N. Goff House

Present:  Carol Lane, Shirley Brooks, Kevin Gunning, Betty Sennett, Phyllis Martin, Mindy Mills Maynard and Melissa Pionzio present. 
 
1.  Call to Order
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2.  Approval of Minutes  -  October 20, 2016 approved 
 
3.  Public Comments – none
 
4.  Old Business
     A.  Open House Review – Melissa shared comments from participating artists submitted via email. Lettering on signage too small, balloons blew away or popped, a suggestion to offer participating studio artists some assistance the day of the event so they can mingle more with visitors, give demos, drawings, tours – an artist intern for the day. Having something interactive helps keep people around for a bit. Commissioners suggested a student from the art classes at the high school. Contacting the art teachers in the school system might be a good idea to obtain feedback on the event. More promotion, colorful brochures, paid advertising photos of artists or their work could be included in the newspaper advertising. Start planning earlier, hold event for two days. Keep trying! 
 
     B.  Town's Anniversary – the town is holding a 250 year anniversary celebration and the commission has been invited to participate. Commissioners discussed ideas such as hosting a permanent mural painting program, history of arts and cultural groups in town. Members agreed our function isn’t really research. Members liked the idea of offering the annual EHACC grant program to go toward an initiative for an artist to do a work of art, sculpture, painting or public mural that would represent the town history. Other ideas included painted park benches, a “bell” contest where artists create bells that would be exhibited around town.
 
5.  New Business
     A.  Approval of 2017 Meeting Dates – dates unanimously approved except Dec. 21. Members suggested adding a special budget meeting in December instead of having a meeting on Dec. 21, 2017. 
     B.  2017-2018 Budget – Initial discussion of the budget included upcoming budget items for the coming fiscal year such as the art purchase award, student art awards, the commission web site which will cost $168 a year plus hosting fees of approximately $15 a year, open studio and perhaps creating a separate grant opportunity for East Hampton students to support a project that would be created within the year, take ads in local arts and culture groups’ programs – YPCCA, Epoch Arts, high school drama shows etc. Members discussed the idea of providing more technical support to the Wade Russo talk, or perhaps purchase a podium or lectern for him to use. Dinner with Wade Russo was a hit last year, and members agreed to invite former Commission member Sheila Tomlinson to come with us next time. She has been very instrumental in Wade’s presentations. Melissa will email Cathy Sirois to learn if there will be any new commission members appointed soon. Members also agreed that participating in a budget presentation is a good idea to give us more exposure to the town council. 
 
6. Financial Report reviewed. 
 
7.  Commissioner's Reports & Events – Chatham Historical Society Open House Dec. 4, Nov. 27 Comstock Bridge and Salmon River Walk, East Hampton Art Association meeting will be the first Wednesday in December, details to follow. First Friday in the Village Center Dec. 2. The village center and parks and rec will have a holiday event in December. 
 
8.  Public Comments – none
                                
9.  Adjournment at 7:50 p.m. 

